
  

 

 

On September 27th, 2006, the Board of Regents of the State of Iowa, unanimously approved 

the establishment of the Ponseti International Association for the Advancement of Clubfoot 

Treatment at the University of Iowa.  Much has been accomplished over the past ten years with 

support from UI Healthcare, a few grants, and the generous support of many individual donors.  

Much more remains to be done and we need your help to do it. 

 Ponseti International Association (PIA) now has more than 500 healthcare professionals and 

hundreds of other advocates in more than 75 countries around the world.  The vision of PIA 

remains the same: Every child in every country will receive effective treatment for     

clubfoot  using the Ponseti Method. 

 PIA has proclaimed June 3rd, Dr. Ponseti’s birthday, as World Clubfoot Day.  

This proclamation has prompted awareness-raising events, parades, and  media 

campaigns in locations around the world, including Bangladesh, Brazil, India,  

Pakistan, South Africa, and many other places. 

 PIA has gained the endorsement of the Ponseti Method from Orthopedic 

societies and other professional associations in more than fifty countries, 

including memorandums of understanding between PIA and Ministries of 

Health in several countries, most notably Nigeria and Pakistan. 

 With support of the US Agency for International Development, PIA 

led an international consulting group to develop “Clinical Guide-

lines for the Ponseti Management of Clubfoot Deformity” 

which now serves as the basis for PIA’s educational programs and has been translated and 

adopted by Ponseti practitioners in many countries. 

 PIA, in collaboration with the University of Iowa’s Center for Bioinformatics 

and Computational Biology, has developed the International Clubfoot      

Registry, a database that now contains information on the treatment of 

more than 43,000 patients in countries around the world.  The registry is 

used to monitor quality assurance at various clinical sites and will provide 

the basis for future research projects, including studies into the genetic   

factors influencing clubfoot and its treatment. 

 PIA continues to utilize low-bandwidth web-conferencing capabilities to 

monitor program activities, to supply continuing education programs to 

Ponseti practitioners, and to provide case consultations. 

 PIA organized international symposia in 2007, 2012, and 2014, which 

brought together hundreds of practitioners, scientists, officials, parents, and other advocates 

from around the world. 
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 PIA personnel have served as faculty for more than 100 international training   

programs throughout Latin America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Western       

Pacific.  In addition, over the past ten years, more than 100 healthcare profession-

als from other countries have spent time at the University of Iowa to be mentored 

in the application of the Ponseti Method. 

 PIA has been actively engaged in helping doctor-advocates (program champions) 

in many countries to establish national clubfoot treatment programs based on 

the core values of equity, high quality, local ownership, and sustainability. For       

example, there are now more than 60 Ponseti-based clubfoot clinics in Nigeria and 

more than 35 in Pakistan that were part of PIA capacity building activities. 

 Collaboration with the Colleges of Public Health and Engineering, and the John 

Pappajohn Entrepreneurial Center has resulted in the development of a high 

quality, affordable clubfoot brace, 30,000 of which have now been distributed 

in low-resource countries through a non-profit spinoff, Clubfoot Solutions. 

 In 2015, PIA was instrumental in establishing the Rotarian Action 

Group for Clubfoot, to  better enlist the help of 1.2 million  Rotarians in 

achieving a “world free of clubfoot disability.”  PIA has already facilitated Rotary-supported 

training programs in Brazil and Mexico.  Other projects are being planned. 

While great progress has been made over these first ten years, the work of PIA is far from over.  

Every three minutes another child is born with clubfoot somewhere in the world.  Too many of 

these children’s families lack access to Ponseti Method treatment or the supporting services 

needed to seek and complete treatment, even if it is available. 

The majority of what has been accomplished to date has been the result of support by generous 

individual donors who are committed to providing Dr. Ponseti’s treatment Method to every one 

of the 200,000 children born each year with clubfoot.  Two million more of these children will 

be born in the next ten years.  We can dramatically change those children’s chances in life.   

 

PIA is committed to reaching the global goal of 4,000 trained Ponseti Method 

providers through expansion of training programs here in Iowa and at a number 

of regional training centers.  We will continue to pursue the science related to 

the causes and treatment of clubfoot.  And we will promote awareness of the 

Ponseti Method to the far reaches of the globe.  We WILL continue the legacy 

of Dr. Ponseti and achieve the vision of a World Free of Clubfoot Disability. 

Reaching these goals will require an on-going investment of $1M for each of the next ten years.  

We ask you to share in our mission and financially support the work of Ponseti International 

through a tax-deductible donation by check or on our website: www.ponseti.info. 

On behalf of the clubfoot children of the world, including the thousands as yet unborn, we      

sincerely thank you for your support. 

             Ponseti International Association, 118 CMAB, Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
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